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Life & Letters of Paul



Class Format & Timeline – Six Month Review
Objectives
• Understand the basic geography and significance 

of Paul’s travels
• Enhance insight into Paul’ life and the religious and 

social cultural norms of his time
• Obtain a renewed perspective of  the context of 

Paul’s letters to early Christian churches and  
pastoral leaders he was mentoring 

• Stimulate further interest in reading the bible as 
“the source of truth”

Est. Week Topic Getting Ready for Travel 
1-2  Class Overview & Format

Who was Paul? Part  I 
Video - In the Footsteps of Paul

3-4    Who was Paul? (Part II)  
5-6      Paul the persecutor                           
7-9 Paul opposes the Legalists                 

10-13 Paul the Missionary 
14                         No Class Easter April 4 

15-18  Paul the Missionary
20-25                       Paul the Pastor                                  
26-27     Paul reaches Rome                            

Video - In the Footsteps of Paul II 
28      Paul reaches Rome II      

29-30                 Paul in prison - A Man in Christ       
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Who is Paul? 
Child Paul & the Philosophers

Student                             Paul & the Mystery Religions

Paul & the Jews                   Lifeline, Writings & Travels            

‘An ardent adherent of Judaism….essentially a 
preacher…no theoretical theologian’ and an 
‘intensely human man’ who had experienced 
everything he wrote about.  
Donald Guthrie  Galatians

“A man of small stature, with a bald head and 
crooked legs, in a good state of body, with eyebrows 
meeting and nose somewhat hooked, full of 
friendliness”  
Apocryphal writing – acts of Paul & Thecla
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5 – 67 AD

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Interesting Fact: In 66 CE (AD) approaching the year of Paul’s death, the Jewish population rebelled against the Roman Empire.  Four years later, in 70 CE, Roman legions under Titus retook and destroyed much of Jerusalem and the Second Temple.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Ancient Rome, a province was the basic, and, until the Tetrarchy (293 AD), largest territorial and administrative unit of the empire's territorial possessions outside of Italy. Asia Minor, a peninsula also called Anatolia, comprises most of the Asian part of modern Turkey and the Armenian highland. Most people there today speak Turkish. The seas surrounding Asia Minor are the Black Sea, the Aegean Sea and the Mediterranean Sea. Because Asia Minor is between Christian Europe and Asia, many different cultures have lived there. Remnants (small parts) of these cultures are there today.Many great historical people, like the Hittites, Lydians Greeks, Persians, Armenians, Romans, Goths, Minoans, Byzantines and Turks, have lived in or occupied Asia Minor. The Roman Empire had a province called Asia, which was in Asia Minor. Later people started to call the entire continent Asia, so the peninsula Asia was called Asia Minor (little Asia).The Roman province of Judea, sometimes spelled in its original Latin forms of Judaea or Iudaea to distinguish it from the geographical region of Judea, incorporated the regions of Judea, Samaria and Idumea, and extended over parts of the former regions of the Hasmonean and Herodian kingdoms of Israel. It was named after Herod Archelaus's Tetrarchy of Judea, but the Roman province encompassed a much larger territory. 



Paul as a Child
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• Childhood in Tarsus, while youth & early manhood in Jerusalem Acts 22:3

• Returned to Tarsus after becoming a Christian Acts 9:30

• Exposed to Greek literature and culture Acts 17:28, Titus 1:12

• Proud of birthplace & citizenship Acts 21:39; 22:28; Galatians 1:13-14; Philippians 3:5-6

• Capital city of the Roman province of Cilicia 
• The Romans granted Tarsus the status of a free city with citizenship privileges
• Tarsus was a key commercial port 
• Mark Antony and Cleopatra met & lived in Tarsus in the 1st century BC
• Tarsus was a university town - part of the Big 4 with Rome, Athens & Alexandria
• Descendent of the royal house of Benjamin 
• Hebrew name was Saul, but as a Roman citizen Latin name was Paul (Acts 132:13,22:27-28)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Paul was a descendent of the royal tribe of Benjamin (First king of Israel, King Saul) Philippians 3:5.  The tribe of Benjamin is initially described in the Bible as being very pugnacious, for example in the Song of Deborah…described as being taught to fight left handed, so as to be able to wrong foot enemies (Judges 3:15-21, 20:16, 1 Chronicles 12:2) and where they are portrayed as being brave and skilled archers. (1 Chronicles 8:40, 2 Chronicles 14:8).  Tarsus is in south-central Turkey, 20 km inland from the Mediterranean. It is part of the Adana-Mersin Metropolitan Area, the fourth-largest metropolitan area in Turkey with a population of 3 million people. With a history going back over 6,000 years, Tarsus has long been an important stop for traders and a focal point of many civilizations. During the Roman Empire, Tarsus was the capital of the province of Cilicia. Saul of Tarsus was born a Jew into an assumed Greek speaking family and was a Roman citizen.  SPQR = Latin for the Senate & People of Rome.The settlement was located at the crossing of several important trade routes, linking Anatolia to Syria and beyond.. In historical times, the city was first ruled by the Hittites, followed by Assyria, and then the Persian Empire. Tarsus, as the principal town of Cilicia, was the seat of a Persian satrapy from 400 BC onward. Alexander the Great passed through with his armies in 333 BC and nearly met his death here after a bath in the Cydnus.  By this time Tarsus was already largely influenced by Greek language and culture, and as part of the Seleucid Empire it became more and more Hellenized. Strabo (Greek Geographer 65BC-23AD) praises the cultural level of Tarsus in this period with its philosophers, poets and linguists. The schools of Tarsus rivaled those of Athens and Alexandria.  In 67 BC, Pompey, after crushing the Cilician pirates, subjected Tarsus to Rome, and it became capital of the Roman province of Cilicia.[6] In 66 BC, the inhabitants received Roman citizenship. To flatter Julius Caesar, for a time it took the name Juliopolis. It was also here that Cleopatra and Mark Antony met and was the scene of the celebrated feasts they gave during the construction of their fleet (41 BC). In the Roman period, the city was also an important intellectual center, boasting its own academy. One of its leading disciples, the philosopher Athenodorus Cananites, was the tutor of the first Roman emperor, Augustus, a fact which secured continuous imperial patronage for the city.  Stoic philosophers like Athenodorus, Zeno, Antipater, and Nestor lived in the city in the first century AD.  Wikipedia.org



Modern
Tarsus
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Tarsus, Turkey

Cydnus River

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tarsus is an ancient city on the alluvial plain of ancient Cilicia, the birthplace of St. Paul (Acts of the Apostles 22:3). Excavations by the American archaeologist Hetty Goldman before and immediately after World War II at Gözlükule, on the southwestern periphery of the modern town, show that, with some interruptions, settlements had existed there from Neolithic to Islamic times. Tarsus’s prosperity between the 5th century bce and the Arab invasions in the 7th century ce was based primarily on its fertile soil, its commanding position at the southern end of the Cilician Gates (the only major pass in the Taurus Mountains), and the excellent harbour of Rhegma, which enabled Tarsus to establish strong connections with the Levant. The first historical record of Tarsus is its rebuilding by the Assyrian king Sennacherib (705/704–681 bce). Thereafter, Achaemenid and Seleucid rule alternated with periods of autonomy. In 67 bce Tarsus was absorbed into the new Roman province of Cilicia. A university was established that became known for its flourishing school of Greek philosophy. The famous first meeting between Mark Antony and Cleopatra took place there in 41 bce.During the Roman and early Byzantine periods, Tarsus was one of the leading cities of the Eastern Empire, with an economy based on agriculture and an important linen industry. Modern Tarsus continues to be a prosperous agricultural and cotton-milling centre. Pop. (2000) 216,382; (2013 est.)  Encyclopedia Brittanica
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Cleopatra's 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cleopatra's GateThe Tarsus gate of Cleopatra, also called the “Sea Gate,” still stands today, though it has been significantly restored. It was believed that Cleopatra sailed up the Cydnus disguised as Aphrodite and came through this gate in 41 BC on her way to meet Mark Antony.Little of Tarsus during the time of Paul has been excavated due to the location of the modern city of Cumhuriyet Alani atop the ruins. Excavations have turned up a paved city street of Tarsus along with a colonnaded podium, which may date to the 2nd century BC.  In addition, remains have been found from the Bronze Age, baths, a Hellenistic portico, a Roman theater, and many terracotta figurines of deities, animals, people, and various mythological creatures.�
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Topical Guide
Reading Assignments

Table Discussion Question



Paul the Student
Tarsus
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There were two distinct periods it is felt in Paul’s life, his childhood, spent in Tarsus and his youth and early manhood spent in Jerusalem.  The words translated “brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel” in Acts 23:3 are felt by most scholars to refer to his education (J Drane) in Jerusalem and not that he moved there as a baby,  since he went back to Tarsus after he became a Christian.Paul as a child likely received Jewish education through a synagogue in Tarsus and his first bible was likely the Greek edition of the OT called the Septuagint (OT + some Greek apocryphal or deuterocanonical books (second canon).  The Deuterocanonical books included in the Septuagint (Latin – septuaginta “seventy”), also referred to as LXX due to 70 translators are not in  the Hebrew Bible but are mostly included in the Catholic Old Testament, but not in the Protestant one. The OT had been translated from the original Hebrew by Jewish scholars living in Alexandria, Egypt about 150 BC.  Most Jews living outside Palestine, used this Greek edition. Quite early in life Paul's parents decided he should become a student and teacher of the Jewish law. Paul also learned the art of tent-making while in Tarsus, for every student of Jewish law had to have a practical trade while also doing his studies.  Paul’s trade, tentmaking, fits well with Tarsus, a city well-known for making a certain type of felt cloth from the wool of shaggy black goats. (BiblePlaces.com)Paul was proud to be from Tarsus as both a Jew and Roman citizen, but he had little affection for the culture of Tarsus which was Greek and pagan. The general influence of the city on Paul is probably enough to explain his reference to the poet Epimenides and Arastus Acts 17:28, Titus 1:12 .  Saul became Paul the Apostle after his encounter with Christ (Acts 9:11; 21:39; 22:3), and he returned here after his conversion (Acts 9:30). After about eight years, Barnabas retrieved him from Tarsus to help with the work in Syrian Antioch (Acts 11:25).   



Paul the Student
Jerusalem Acts 26:10     Rabbi Gamaliel Acts 3-34-39
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Rabbi 
Hillel    

60BC-AD20

• More strict & right liberal
Rabbi 

Shammai 
50BC-30AD

• More advanced & left liberal

L
i
b
e
r
a
l 

Torah - Written Law (Pentateuch)

Mishna (Oral Law)

Divorce
• Shammai – Strict moral grounds 

Hillel – Wife displeases husband 
• Paul aligns with Shammai’s stance 

on divorce after he becomes a 
Christian  Mark 10 1-12, 1 Corinthians 7:10-11

Pharisees

Hanukkah

Gentiles Hillel Shammai

= Talmud                         
36,000 pages English

+ Gemara                 
(Rabbinical 
Commentary)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Paul was sent away from Tarsus to center of the Jewish world, Jerusalem.  Here he became a student of the learned Rabbi Gamaliel, a Pharisee.   Gamaliel was the grandson and successor of the great Rabbi Hillel.   Hillel was considered more advanced and liberal in views than his rival Shammai.  Gamaliel was a leading authority in the Sanhedrin in early 1st century AD, he died in 52 AD.  Paul progressed well in his studies and soon came to a position of prominence, being in a position to cast his vote against Christians being tried in Synagogues or the Sanhedrin.  Issues of Hillel vs Shammai:. 1)Gentiles Hillel arguments related to inclusion of Gentiles in Gods plan which Shammai rejected.  2)Hanukkah: Shammai held that on the first night eight lights should be lit, and then they should decrease on each successive night, ending with one on the last night; while the House of Hillel held that one should start with one light and increase the number on each night, ending with eight.  At the time of the Maccabean Revolt against the Seleucid Empire, the Temple was purified and the wicks of the menorah miraculously burned for eight days, even though there was only enough sacred oil for one day's lighting. 3)Divorce. The House of Shammai held that a man may only divorce his wife for a serious transgression, but the House of Hillel allowed divorce for even trivial offenses, such as burning a meal. The Torah (Pentateuch) contains the first 5 books of the OT written by Moses) and later became a  part of  the Tenakh (Hebrew OT Bible) which included both the Books of Wisdom and the Prophets. After return from Babylon, the development of the synagogue gave rise to interpretations of the law by Rabbis in the form of precepts (613), which was considered as binding as the Law itself.  Jesus referred to these additions as “the traditions of men” Mark 7:8. Tefillin (Phylacteries) are two small black boxes with black straps, one attached to head and other on an arm each weekday AM with 4 bible verses from the Torah (Exodus 13:1-110, 11-16; Deut 6:4-9, 11:13-21) . Mishna is a written collection of traditional laws handed down orally from teacher to student compiled over a period of ~ 335 years from 200 BC to 135 AD and is comprised of 63 treaties that deal with legal, theological, social and religious areas of Jewish Life and is considered ranked only second to the Torah (Nelsons bible dictionary), as it preserves the way a Jew can follow the Torah. With rabbinical commentary on the Mishna, called the Gemara, today together the two form the Talmud as the body of Jewish civil and ceremonial law (250-500AD) 36k pages in English. Nelsons bible dictionary). 



Multilingual Paul
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Syria
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Macedonia

Cilicia

Multilingual Paul - Evidence
• Latin Roman citizen
• Greek Acts 21:37
• Hebrew Acts 21:40, 22:2-3 KJV
• Aramaic Acts 21:40, 22:2  NIV       

Gamaliel education
• Other 1 Corinthians 14:18-19
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What languages was Paul likely fluent in: Most scholars align that Paul could speak Greek and Hebrew and likely had capabilities in Aramaic (educated by Gamaliel) and Latin.  Koine Greek was the bridge language of the Roman Empire during 1st century AD (lingua franca); NT was written in Greek and OT was translated from Hebrew into Greek (Septuagint).  However Aramaic was the most common language in Judea, though Hebrew may have been dominant in certain areas, such as Jerusalem or the Qumran community by the Dead Sea.  Aramaic was an ancient Syrian language that goes back to Aram (Gen 10:23) & descendants of  Abrahams brother Nachor are called Armenians.A lingua franca /ˌlɪŋɡwə ˈfræŋkə/, also known as a bridge language, common language, trade language or vehicular language, is a language or dialect systematically (as opposed to occasionally, or casually) used to make communication possible between people who do not share a native language or dialect, in particular when it is a third language, distinct from both native languages.Proof text for Hebrew:“And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ (Acts 26:14, ESV)Acts 21:40;22:2 (KJV) says, “Paul stood on the stairs and beckoned with his hand unto the people. And when there was made a great silence, he spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue (NIV – Aramaic or Hebrew), saying..”Proof text for Greek: As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the tribune, “May I say something to you?” And he said, “Do you know Greek? (Acts 21:37, ESV)Other: I Corinthians 14:18,19 (KJV)"I thank my God I speak with tongues more than Ye all: Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue." 



Key Influencers
The Magnificent 7 – Religious and Philosophical  

movements affecting Christianity                                                                       
at the time of Apostle Paul
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Greek language prevalence in first century:First Century Israel by Joseph Fitzmyer, entitled "The Languages of Palestine in the First Century A.D.“, originally published in the Catholic Biblical Quarterly 32 (1970): 501-31. Fitz Myer notes how widespread Greek was.  Jewish historian Josephus and Justus of Tiberius wrote in Greek, but Josephus needed some help of assistants to do it.  Epigraphic materials come in a variety of forms: the prohibition of Gentiles to enter the Holy Place and the Theodotus inscription of a synagogue dedication being the most famous of these. Many ossuaries (burial boxes) show up with Greek inscriptions. In it he notes that the use of Latin was rare, although a Latin inscription naming Pontius Pilate as prefect found at Caesarea Maritime in 1961 is among the most famous archeological finds in that period. This is the one ancient find we have that names him.  The NT is ascribed to be written in Greek.  Other works that cite prevalence of Greek include:  Stanley E. Porter, “Did Jesus Ever Teach in Greek?”Dead Sea Scrolls:While the majority of Dead Sea Scrolls were written in Hebrew, the collection also includes many Aramaic and Greek texts, as well as some Arabic texts and a small number of Latin fragments. All of the Greek texts among the Dead Sea Scrolls are written in Koine, the common dialect of the post-classical Hellenistic and Roman worlds and the New Testament language. A total of 27 Greek manuscripts have been identified from the Qumran caves. (Leon Levy, the Dead Sea Scrolls)  Koine Greek evolved from the spread of Greek following the conquests of Alexander the Great in the 4th century BC, and served as the lingua franca of much of the Mediterranean region and the Middle East during the following centuries. It was based mainly on Attic and related Ionic speech forms, with various admixtures brought about through dialect levelling with other varieties  (Wikipedia).Latin and Greek were the dominant languages of the Roman Empire, but other languages were important regionally. Educated Romans, particularly those of the ruling elite, studied and often achieved a high degree of fluency in Greek, which was useful for diplomatic communications in the East even beyond the borders of the Empire. The international use of Greek was one condition that enabled the spread of Christianity, as indicated for example by the choice of Greek as the language of the Epistles of Paul. (Wikipedia)



The Magnificent 7 – Key Influencers

Judaism NT Sects     

• Pharisees

• Sadducees

• Essenes

• Zealots

Other New Testament (NT) Religions

• Zoroastrianism Persia (Iran)

• Stoicism Greek Philosophy

• Mystery Religions

= Principal Influencers on Paul (J Drake)1/11/2021 15

Egypt

Greece

Italy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Judaism (especially Pharisee liberal views), Greek philosophy, and Mystery Religions played an influential role in shaping Paul’s commentary .Pharisees & Sadducees: Historically, all of our knowledge of the Pharisees and Sadducees has been derived from three main sources:  the works of the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus; the early rabbinical writings (150 CE and later); and the New Testament.  Recently, however, references to these parties have also been found in some of the Dead Sea Scrolls unearthed at Qumran. Zealots were originally a political movement in 1st century Second Temple Judaism which sought to incite the people of Judaea Province to rebel against the Roman Empire and expel it from the Holy Land by force of arms. Essenes lived in various cities but congregated in communal life dedicated to asceticism (some groups practiced celibacy), voluntary poverty, and daily immersion. Dead sea scrolls associated with Essenes.Following the Jewish-Roman Wars, revolutionaries like the Zealots had been crushed by the Romans, and had little credibility ( last Zealots died at Masada in 73AD). Similarly, the Sadducees, whose teachings were so closely connected to the Temple, disappeared with the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE. The Essenes too disappeared, perhaps because their teachings so diverged from the concerns of the times, perhaps because they were sacked by the Romans at QumranZoroastrianism is an ancient, pre-Islamic, primarily monotheistic religion of Persia (modern-day Iran).  It survives there in isolated areas but primarily exists in India, where the descendants of Zoroastrian Persian immigrants are known as Parsis, or Parsees. In India the religion is called Parsiism. It was founded by the Iranian prophet and reformer Zoroaster in the 6th century BCE (BC). Although a fairly small religion today, numbering about 200,000 adherents.  Considered a pious, noble and compassionate person, Zoroaster became the Prophet of Iran. The message of the Prophet was simple - lead a high moralistic life that would pave way for immortality and eternal bliss. He also asked people to follow the doctrine of the ‘god of Righteousness’, Ahura Mazda.  Zoroaster's ideas of ethical monotheism, heaven, hell, angelology, the resurrection of the body, and the messiah figure have notable parallels in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.�



Paul & the Jews
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Paul's trade was not a menial task with little to no skill. The skill for this sort of trade would be vested in the cutting and stitching together leather and cilicium to make tents that would hold up to heavy use and hold out moisture. Paul would have learned from an early age the skill of stitching together sections of leather and cloth into a tent with waterproof seams. This skill would have been acquired from an early age and was part of his overall education. This would follow the old rabbinic maxim, "whoever does not teach his son a craft teaches him to be a robber." Based on apprentice contracts from the 1st century, we learn Paul would have been contractually bound to approximately two to three years and working sunrise to sunset in the shop. The apprenticeship would have been based on strict discipline and demanding standards. In honor of finishing his apprenticeship, Paul was presented with his own set of knives and awls perfectly suited to his new profession. The size and weight of these tools would have made his trade quite portable and easy to transport across the world as a missionary.  When Paul converted on the road to Damascus, he did not abandon his skill. Rather he used his trade, just as he used his knowledge of the Law, to further his ministry. Even when he accepted gifts from the church, he did not leave his trade.  Paul states:  "Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the churches" (I Cor. 7:17).   This trade provided not only his primary means of livelihood, but also opportunity as a missionary. There is no doubt that when he was not in custody there was a high likelihood he was plying his trade of tentmaking as he traveled from city to city and settled in places such as Ephesus, Corinth, and Thessalonica. Paul generalizes his habit of work to his entire ministry (I Cor. 9: 15-18) so it is only expected that we may also. Accordingly, we may picture Paul plying his trade wherever he was preaching the Gospel. [2] In Acts 19, we get a fitting picture of Paul teaching in the Hall of Tyrannus in his work clothes during the mid-day break for two years. This mid-day break is common in the region even today. The handkerchiefs used to wipe the sweat from his brow and the aprons used to hold tools were "carried away" for the purpose of healing the sick and driving out evil spirits. The history also states that from this place all of Asia heard the word of the Lord. (Acts. 19: 9-12) Hock, Ronald F., The Social Context of Paul's Ministry, (Fortress Press: Minneapolis, 1980)
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2nd Temple 
Jerusalem

Modern Synagogue 
Tarsus

Ancient Synagogue 
Capernaum

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In Paul’s day, the synagogue was already a well established institution in the Jewish world — both for Jews living within and outside Judea. Its roots appear to reach back to the days of the Babylonian captivity, when exiled Israelites gathered for prayer, and perhaps to hear the words of a prophet, or to read the Torah. Unlike the ancient high places where Israelites practiced idolatry, the synagogue grew up as a supplement to the worship in the  2nd Temple at Jerusalem, rather than in competition with it.  In the parts of Judea more distant from Jerusalem, there was a need for a center for Jewish spiritual and community life that was compatible with the Temple.  At first the people used to assemble in homes or other available facilities. Eventually they built buildings for the purpose of religious or public assembly. Our familiar word “synagogue” comes from the Greek word sunagogei, meaning, “to come together”. Since the synagogue is primarily a product of the Diaspora (dispersion of the Jews beyond Israel), it is understandable that it is commonly called by its name in Greek — the language of the Diaspora in 2nd Temple times. Paul knew that he could go anywhere in the world where there were Jews, find the synagogue, and be at home. As a student of Gamaliel from Jerusalem, it is conceivable that members of the synagogue might even know his name or have heard something about him.  Paull certainly would have had the stature and bearing, and perhaps the reputation, that would cause people to invite him to participate or even teach in the synagogue. “Netivyah”, E.BrandtThat the synagogue began as the center of the Jewish social life is confirmed by the fact that it was the community center in the first century as well. The synagogue was school, meeting place, courtroom, and place of prayer. In some towns, the synagogue may even have provided lodging for travelers. It was the place where small groups of Jewish students assembled for Scripture reading and discussion of the Torah and oral tradition. This meant that worship and study, friendship and community celebration, and even the governing of the community were all done by the same people in the same place. It appears that the early church patterned itself after the synagogue and continued the same practice of living and worshiping together as a community, often in private homes (Acts 2:42?47).  “That the World May Know” Ray Vander Laan 
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(Literalists - Written Law)(Written & Oral Law)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Pharisees were at various times a political party, a social movement, and a school of thought in the Holy Land during the time of Second Temple Judaism. After the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE, Pharisaic beliefs became the foundational, liturgical and ritualistic basis for Rabbinic Judaism. It is commonly believed that "Pharisee" is derived from the Hebrew perusim, which means "separated ones."  However, recently it has been suggested that "Pharisee" may instead come from the Hebrew parosim, meaning "specifier," since they sought to specify the correct meaning of God's Law to the people.Sadducee sect of Judaism are widely assumed to have been named after Zadok, the first High Priest of ancient Israel in the time of King David and Solomon to serve in the First Temple (Priests, the "sons of Zadok", descendant of Eleazar, son of Aaron. As a whole, the sect fulfilled various political, social, and religious roles, including maintaining the Temple (Acts 5:17)  The Sadducees are often compared to other contemporaneous sects, including the Pharisees and the Essenes. Their sect is believed to have become extinct some time after the destruction of Herod's Temple in Jerusalem in 70 CE (AD)Conflicts between Pharisees and Sadducees took place in the context of much broader and longstanding social and religious conflicts among Jews, made worse by the Roman conquest. Another conflict was cultural, between those who favored Hellenization (the Sadducees) and those who resisted it (the Pharisees). A third was juridico-religious, between those who emphasized the importance of the Second Temple with its rites and services (Sadducees), and those who emphasized the importance of other Mosaic Laws. A fourth point of conflict, specifically religious, involved different interpretations of the Torah and how to apply it to current Jewish life, with Sadducees recognizing only the Written Torah (with Greek philosophy) and rejecting doctrines such as the Oral Torah, the Prophets, the Writings, and the resurrection of the dead.



Paul & the Jews

• God orders events according to His plan, 
inclusive of both Jews and Gentiles 

• Resurrection & future Life 
• Coming of a Messiah
• Demons & angels exist
• Legalism - OT law (written law –Torah & 

oral traditional Law- Mishna are key to 
salvation) 
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• Concurs & adds hope of both Jews & Gentiles together in  
Christian fellowship Romans 1:16; 9-11

• Capitalized on Pharisees’ stance on resurrection & a future 
life before the Sanhedrin & King Agrippa Act 23 6-10; 26:6-8 

• Christ has already come & risen from dead 1 Corinthians 15:12.20-21

• Concurs & adds via the Cross, Christ conquered the powers 
of evil that no angel could rival Romans 8:37; Colossians 1:19

• Christ sets us free from OT law of sin and death & through 
Holy Spirit offers us a life of hope  Romans 8:1-4; 

OT promises made to Abraham refer to Christ Galatians 3:16

Pharisees Judaism פְּרוּשִׁי Paul               Christianity

“Paul was such a faithful Pharisee that he was able to appreciate the importance of what God had done for humans in 
Jesus Christ” John Drane.    Philippians 3:6, Romans 7:14-15, I Timothy 1:15; Romans 8:3,12,13,16

Fraternity Brothers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Like the rabbis, Paul argues often from single isolated texts, using the OT to prove his theological points e.g. in Galatians 3:16 he argues that the promises made to Abraham refer to a singular person (offspring) because the Greek word for ‘offspring’ is singular not plural. He also used Stoic philosopher argumentation (reason), but of course used faith in Christ versus reason to validate God and salvation.Paul did depart from Pharisees in their views of legalism or law of OT.The Sanhedrin was the supreme council, or court, in ancient Israel.The Sanhedrin was comprised of 70 men, plus the high priest, who served as its president. The members came from the chief priests, scribes, and elders, but there is no record on how they were chosen. During the time of the Roman governors, such as Pontius Pilate, the Sanhedrin had jurisdiction only over the province of Judea. The Sanhedrin had its own police force which could arrest people, as they did Jesus Christ, but could not enact the death penalty.   Phylactery – Torah in a box on head.



Paul & the Philosophers'

Stoicism
An ancient Greek school of philosophy founded at Athens by Zeno of 
Citium. The school taught that virtue, the highest good, is based on 
knowledge, and that the wise live in harmony with the divine Reason 
(also identified with Fate and Providence) that governs nature, and are 
indifferent to the vicissitudes of fortune, pleasure and pain.
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Paul & the Philosophers’
Greek Stoicism

• Paul’s reasoning style resembles Stoics’                              
Colossians 1:16-17

• Great Stoics came from Tarsus
• Athletic illustrations

• Building & general life illustrations

• Rhetorical questions  [Question asked to make a point rather than elicit an answer]

• True God based upon historical facts; a personal 
being revealed in Christ 1 Corinthians 15:3-1, Colossians 1:19

• Dependence on Christ for salvation Galatians 2:20

• Decisive end to world with personal intervention 
by Christ and heaven for believers 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
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• Ethical teachings base upon reason about the 
duty and unity of mankind

• Conscience shows man what is good and it is up to man 
to set his will to do his duty - virtue

• Stoic ‘god’ based on philosophical speculation & 
ill-defined abstractions

• Associated with “reason’, the universe and fire

• Self-sufficiency via discipline key to ‘salvation’ 
• No future – live in harmony with self & nature

• Cyclical reincarnation in pursuit of moral mastery

Paul            Christianity



Paul & the Mystery Religions
Combined ideas from Eastern 
religions Zoroastrianism or Judaism 
with religions of Rome, Greece & 
Egypt
• Mithraism
• Gnosticism

1/11/2021
22

Collection of ancient religions whose adherents shunned the material world – which 
they viewed as created by the demiurge – and embraced the spiritual world

Egypt

Greece

Italy

Perganum, Asia ProvinceThyatira, Asia Province

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mithraism, also known as the Mithraic mysteries, was centered around the god Mithras that was practiced in the Roman Empire from about the 1st to the 4th century. The religion was inspired by Persian worship of the god Mithra, though the Greek Mithras was linked to a new and distinctive imagery.  Worshippers of Mithras had a complex system of seven grades of initiation, with ritual meals, linked to astrology.  They met in underground temples (called mithraeaneum).  The practice of depicting the god slaying a bull seems to be specific to Roman Mithraism. According to David Ulansey, Origins of the Mithraic Mysteries., this is "perhaps the most important example" of evident difference between Iranian and Roman traditions: "... there is no evidence that the Iranian god Mithra ever had anything to do with killing a bull. In every Mithraeum the centerpiece was a representation of Mithras killing a sacred bull, called the tauroctony.  Mithra was considered born out of a rock.Mithraism has sometimes been viewed as a rival of early Christianity  with similarities such as liberator-savior, hierarchy of adepts (bishops, deacons, presbyters), communal meal and a hard struggle of Good and Evil (bull-killing/crucifixion), and  the ascent of Mithras to heaven in a chariot.  It appears to have a military influence, with mystery religions being practiced by Roman military. Women did not participate.Gnosticism (from Ancient Greek: "having knowledge") is a modern term categorizing a collection of ancient religions whose adherents shunned the material world – which they viewed as created by the demiurge – and embraced the spiritual world.  Gnostic ideas influenced many ancient religions  that teach that gnosis (variously interpreted as knowledge, enlightenment, salvation, emancipation or 'oneness with God') may be reached by practicing philanthropy to the point of personal poverty and diligently searching for wisdom by helping others.  However, practices varied among those who were Gnostic.In Gnosticism, the world of the demiurge is represented by the underworld, which is associated with flesh, time, and more particularly, the imperfect ephemeral world. The world of God is represented by the upper-world and is associated with the soul and perfection. The world of God is eternal and not part of the physical. It is impalpable and timeless.



Paul & the Mystery Religions

• Initiation rites  
• Sacramental meals

• Always ready to combine with other religions
• Belief in a savior… gods coming down in the 

form of men….dying  
• Claimed origin & use of the word lord

• Salvation is dying to the old life & god gives 
eternal life

• Christian Baptism
• Holy Communion
• Rejected purported truths of other religions  - full 

truth had been revealed by Christ
• Jesus Christ referred to as Lord  1 Corinthians 16:22

• Lord used in OT : Lord your God is  God of gods, Lord of lords    Deuteronomy 10:17
• Earliest Jerusalem Church confession of faith in Aramaic recorded Lord (Maranatha) 

• Salvation with eternal life through Christ alone
• Because of several similarities in concepts, it is 

possible that Paul sometimes used the language 
of the Mystery Religions to relate to it followers or 
did so unconsciously because it was embedded in 
the culture but he remained a man in Christ as all 
else was rubbish (J Drane) 1 Corinthians 9:22, 12:2; Philippians 3:8
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Gnosticism Mystery Religions  Paul            Christianity
Mithraism
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Life and Letters of Paul
Paul the Persecutor
Week 5-6
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Book: Harper & Row, Publishers           Copyright 1976 Reprinted 1979, 83,85,86           John Drane



Paul the Persecutor
Weeks 5-6

Persecution                   Back to Jerusalem
Paul meets Jesus            Paul works at Antioch

Paul at Damascus            Paul & the Jewish Christians
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Stephen’s (Lions’/Sheep) Gate
Jerusalem Persecution      

Acts 7:2-53   Acts 7:54-8:1-3                                                                                      
2 Corinthians 11:32-33   Acts 9: 1-2
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Aretas IV

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Following Gamaliel's speech to the Sanhedrin to leave the 12 Apostles alone “Acts 5:34-39; Stephen, was chosen as one of 7 by the Twelve disciples to oversee the daily distribution of bread to Jewish widows, so the Apostles could focus on ministry of the word.  He was seized by the Jews however after he dared to say in essence that the days of the Jewish religion and it Temple were finished.   Paul and his fellow Pharisees knew that the time had come for action against the “Way”, as they called themselves.  So after appearing in front of the Sanhedrin with false witnesses arranged, and testifying about God’s plan of salvation through his Son Jesus, ending his testimony with the word’s “ I see heaven open and the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of God” (Acts 7:56), the Jews drug him out of the city and stoned him while Paul himself stood-by, happy to guard the coats of the executioners while they did their work. Paul was however more than a coat-minder, he was considered a crafty and influential Pharisee . When Paul saw Christians beginning to leave Judea for safe haven in Damascus and other parts of the Roman Empire, independent of the Jerusalem authorities, he knew that Romans had given the high priest in Jerusalem the right to    have Jewish criminals extradited from other parts of the empire, so he obtained letters from the high priest to officials in Damascus synagogues authorizing him to bind new believers and bring them to Jerusalem (J Drane).  The Zadokite fragments of Essenes validated this refugee movement.The lion's gate in Jerusalem is among the old city gates that have played a significant role in the history of the Holy City.  It is called as Lions Gate since the gate features two stone lions on each side of its façade.  Sultan Suleiman, also known as “The Magnificent”  (Ottoman [Turkish] Empire is credited with construction of the gate in 945 AD, as noted by an inscription on the gate. Another symbol that can be found on the gate is the “Magen – David” which is Jewish symbol that can be found in various sections of the gate.  The lion's gate in Jerusalem is also called as the “Bab Sitt Maryam” in Arabic which is named after Mary the mother of Christ. For Christians, the gate is called as the St. Stephen’s Gate after St. Stephen , considered the first Christian martyr.  The Lions Gate is where processions are being held during Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday from the Mount of Olives,  to commemorate the tradition of Jesus Christ welcoming to the city of Jerusalem��



Paul Meets Jesus
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Accounts of Paul’s Conversion Acts 9: 
3-19

Acts 22: 
6-16

Acts 26: 
9-23
(Condensed 
version)

Intent on Persecution

Near Damascus

“A light from heaven”

“Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?”

Falls to ground Saul Saul All

“Go to Damascus….” Apostolic 
Commission

Companions see the light ? -

Companions hear the sound -

Narrative Luke Paul to 
Mob

Paul to 
Agrippa

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Acts 9:7 Paul’s companions heard the voice of the risen Christ but saw no person.   They may have seen the bright light.  Acts  22:9 Paul says they saw the light but didn’t hear (KJV) or understand (NIV) the voice of the one who was speaking to me.  However they presumably heard a sound, but not an intelligible voice (J Drake).  The condensed story  presented by Paul to King Agrippa, does not reference the companions either seeing or hearing…perhaps Paul did not wish to bore Agrippa with the details of his story (J Drake).Distance by air from Jerusalem to Damascus is 135 miles, but closer to 226 miles by road via M5 today:
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• Blinded by the light
• I saw the light 
• I saw the light 2
• I saw the light 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcWVL4B-4pI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xtolv9kM1qk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=64iYiNAYXZo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KJZZIiLBzM


Overview: Movements of Paul - Conversion to Apostolic Council

• Jerusalem to Damascus
• Brief stay Acts 9:19

• Visit to Arabia Galatians 1:17 

• Work in Damascus                                                     
~ 3 years Galatians 1:17; ?Acts 9:20-22

• Damascus to Jerusalem                                                     
Acts 9:26-30; Galatians 1:18-19,22-24

• Jerusalem to Caesarea to Tarsus                                        
Acts ;30;11:25; Galatians 1:21  

• Paul joins Barnabas in Antioch                                   
11 years in Cilicia & Syria Roman Provinces  Acts 11:25-26

• Antioch to Jerusalem                                  
Famine Relief   Acts 11: 29-30; 12:25; Galatians 2:1-10                                                      
- 14 years after 1st return visit                                                                                                                 
Apostolic (Jerusalem) Council Acts 15: 1-29
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Paul at Damascus – 3 years                                                             
Acts 9:10-25; Acts 22:12-16; Galatians 3:28-29; Acts 9:20-25; Galatians 1:17; 2 Corinthians 11;32 
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• Paul lodges with Judas                                
– Straight Street

• Visits Ananias – baptized
• Visit to Arabia Galatians 1:17

• Preached in synagogues
• Jews conspire to kill Paul

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Blinded, Paul was taken to a house on the "Street Called Straight," where he was cared for by a man named Judas (Acts 9:11).  This street was the east-west decumanus of Roman Damascus (In Roman city planning, a decumanus was an east-west-oriented road in a Roman city or camp running from the gate in the middle of one wall to the gate opposite. The decumanus maximus was the main east-west street.  The main north-south street was called the cardo. (Archeology Wordsmith). 



Back to Jerusalem
Acts 9:26-30; Galatians 1:18-19; 22-24

• Escaped from conspirators in Antioch 
• Befriended by Barnabas as disciples were afraid of Paul
• Met with Peter for several days
• Preached in Synagogues
• Provoked Grecian Jews
• Escaped to Caesarea in route to                                                     

Tarsus
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Paul & Barnabas

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A noticeable trait of Barnabas, a prominent early church leader fondly nicknamed Son of Encouragement (Acts 4:37), is that he seeks out and assists others. The Biblical text highlights this twice with Saul/Paul (9:26-28; 11:25–26), once concerning the vibrant church in Antioch, Syria (11:19–30) and once in connection with his younger kinsman, John Mark (15:36–41).



Paul works in Antioch
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Third largest city in the Roman Empire behind 
Rome & Alexandria & capital of the Roman 
province of Syria on the River Orontes ~ 15 
miles inland from Mediterranean with its Port 
in Seleucia (Antakya, Turkey).

Turkish Riviera...the pine-clad Toros (Taurus) 
mountains sweep down to the sparkling clear 
sea resulting in an irregular coastline of rocky 
headlands and secluded coves

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The city of Antioch was founded in 300 BC, after the death of Alexander, by the Hellenistic Seleucid King Seleucus I Nicator. It played an important role as one of the largest cities in the Hellenistic Seleucid Kingdom, in the Roman Empire and in the Byzantium, and it was a key city during the early years of Christianity, and of the Syriac Orthodox Church, the Antiochian Orthodox Church, and also since the 7th c. AD with the rise of Islam, and after the 10th c. AD with the Crusades. (Wikipedia)



Paul Works in Antioch Acts 11:19-30; Galatians 2:1-10

• Barnabas joins Christian 
movement among Gentiles in 
Antioch Acts 11:20-24 

• Barnabas asks Paul to join him 
• Prophet Agabus from Jerusalem 

forecasts famine in Jerusalem
• Church in Antioch sends relief 

fund via Paul & Barnabas 
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Paul & Barnabas

St Peter’s Church

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Paul & Barnabas’s relief fund visit to Jerusalem probably took place in AD 43, when the persecution of the Christians in Jerusalem begun by Herod Agrippa I in AD 42 was still going on.  Likely this was the visit that Paul refers to in Galatians 2:2 when he references a “revelation” which is likely the prophetic message of Agabus. Paul says he saw the church leaders privately, which is easy to understand if there was a persecution going on at the time (J Drake). The early Byzantine (Eastern Roman Empire - Capital Constantinople, modern day Istanbul which was founded as Byzantium) building in Antioch (Cave Church of St. Peter)Prophets:  It is clear that there was in the early church an important group of men and women known as prophets  They are frequently listed after the apostles related to spiritual gifts (I Corinthians  



Paul & the Jewish Christians                                                
Galatians 2:1-14; Matthew 23:15; Acts 10:1-11:18; Romans 9:3

• Bonding with Jerusalem apostles
• Provided philanthropic famine support from 

Antioch
• Entrusted Paul’s primary ministry to Gentiles 

& Peter’s to Jews Galatians 2:1-10

• Set the stage for Gentile Christian 
expectations 

• Paul’s rebuke of Peter initiated dialog on 
Christian behaviors and expectations related 
to Gentiles Acts 2:11-14
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hillel Pharisees were already actively deploying evangelists to Gentiles with Jewish Law expectations Matthew 23:15 Peter’s experience with Cornelius Acts convinced apostles a Gentile could convert & receive the Spirit Acts 10:22Paul & Barnabas’s work in Antioch is recognized for establishing a successful Gentile church
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Ministry CommonalitiesBackgrounds & Paths

/original(Jesus)
- called by risen Christ



Life and Letters of Paul
Paul Opposes the Legalists
Week 7-9
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Paul Opposes the Legalists
Weeks 7-9

Cyprus - First Missionary Journey       Paul’s letters
First Gentile churches              Paul writes to Galatians
Jews & Gentiles                         Apostolic Council
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Graphe



Cyprus 
First Missionary Journey

Destination
• Antioch, Syria    Seleucia (15 Miles) Acts 13:1-3

• Seleucia    Salamis, Cyprus (100 miles) Acts 13:4

Paphos, Cyprus  Acts 13:5-12  

Perga                Acts 13:13-14

Outcomes
• Holy Spirit calls Paul & Barnabas
• John Mark joins team 
• Exposes charlatan in Paphos                     

(Bar Jesus = Elymus) and converts a  
Roman Official (Sergious Paulus)

• John Mark leaves (Perga), Paul 
addresses Jews in synagogue in  
Pisidian Antioch then Gentiles -
expelled

• Powerful sermon to Jews & Gentiles in 
Iconium – escaped stoning plot

• Paul heals cripple – crowd thought gods 
came in human form (Barnabas – Zeus, 
Paul – Hermes); Jews stoned Paul 

• Falls ill –?eye disease Galatians 4:13-15         
See also ‘thorn in flesh’  - 2 Corinthians 12:7

• Established Elders for each Church 
before returning to Antioch, Syria
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Pisidian Antioch Acts 13:16-50

(90 miles)

Iconium Acts 13: 51-14:7
(20 miles)

Lystra   Acts 14:7-20

(60 miles)

Derbe

Attalia   

(175 miles)

(100 miles)

(320 miles)

Estimated Roundtrip:  1300-1600 miles
Priority Focus: Jews ,“God-fearers”, Pagans

(175 miles)

Paul & Barnabas

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“When [Barnabas and Paul] had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. But Elymas the magician (for that is the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith…Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord. Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia” (Acts 13:6–8, 12-13, ESV).From Cyprus they sailed to the south coast of Asia Minor (Roman Province of Asia) and crossed the mountains into Pisidia to another town called Antioch.  From there to Lycaonia, a region that was part of the Roman Province of Galatia. After successful missionary work in each town, they returned to Antioch, Syria.In each town the apostles began their work in typical fashion by first connecting with the Jewish synagogue.  J Drake surmises that this may have allowed them to meet ‘God-Fearing’ gentiles  who would be most open to their message. One their return journey, Paul & Barnabas made a point of revisiting each new congregation of Christians formed and appointing elders to be in charge of them.  



Cyprus
Salamis

Paphos
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Ruins, Harbor, Latrine, Gymnasium, Roman theater 
Ruins, Temple of Aphrodite, Villa of Theses , Temple of Kings, Harbor

Salamis 44 person latrine Tesorium

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Salamis ruins: baths and 44-person latrine. There's the aqueduct and gymnasium and, of course, the enormous theater that used to seat 15, 000 people. During this time, at around the 1st century BC, Salamis is said to have had a population of a quarter of a million people. It's believed that Salamis was founded by Trojan War hero Teucer and was an important point in the trade route between Greece and Asia by the 12th century BC. Shortly thereafter, the Myceneans introduced the concepts of kingship and city-states to Cyprus and Salamis become one of the first seven city-kingdoms. During the Archaic era, Salamis was large and thriving. They minted their own currency (the first place to do so in Cyprus) and maintained diplomatic relations with the ruling Persians. That is until they became oppressive and Onesilos of Salamis staged a large, unsuccessful revolt - the first in Cyprus' history. The battle took place on both land and sea. The first successful fight for independence in Cyprus also took place in Salamis, led by the city's most famous son, Evagoras I. He's widely recognized as "the patriot king,“ Salamis served as Alexander the Great's ruling outpost in Cyprus and, as a lot of the rest of the island struggled, the city was well taken care of. Large structures were funded and Salamis became the unofficial capital of Hellenistic Cyprus. Salamis is is1 km north of modern Famagusta.     During the Roman era, Paphos was declared the official capital, but Salamis remained the commercial center. Salamis' second most famous son is the apostle Barnabas who, along with Paul, introduced Christianity to the island.   Biblical Paphos, also called “Nea Paphos” or “New Paphos,” was founded around 320 BC by Nikokles, the city’s last Greek king.. During the Ptolemaic period (ca. 300-58 BC) New Paphos was a significant port city. The Romans seized control of Cyprus in 58 BC and incorporated it into the province of Cilicia. In 30 BC, it was made a separate Roman province ruled by a Roman military governor, and in 22 BC, it became a senatorial province ruled by a proconsul. The proconsul of the island when Paul visited (about AD 47) was a man named Sergius Paulus (Acts 13:6–8, 12-13, ESV). BiblePlaces.comAfter preaching in Perga, Paul and  Barnabas sailed back to Antioch, Syria from Attalia, which is  is the modern resort of  Antalya in southern Turkey today.



The First Gentile Churches
Acts 14: 27-28
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The Decumanus Maximus
Pisidian Antioch

Roman baths

Anchored 
Paul’s 
conviction that 
Gentiles 
should be 
admitted to 
Christian 
Fellowship

Aqueduct
Caesarea –

Roman shops

Foundations of the Temple Dedicated to AugustusChurch of St Paul, Pisidian Antioch 400 AD

Ancient Synagogue under Church



Jews & Gentiles
Galatians 2: 11-14; 4: 8-11; 5: 2-12

Jewish Christians Legalists (Judaizers)
• Peter breaks off eating with Gentiles in 

Antioch after Jewish Christians arrive, with 
others following suit

• Implied that Paul was only telling half the truth 
to churches established by Paul & Barnabas  -
confusion occurred within new Christians

• God had revealed his will in the OT  where it was 
clearly taught that to part of the divine community, a 
person must be circumcised and observe many other 
regulations

• How could Paul claim Gentiles were proper 
Christians when they did not consider the full 
implication of God’s OT revelation

Paul
• Confronts Peter with constructive criticism 

on his hypocritical behaviors
• If Gentiles were willing to accept the claims 

of Christ over their lives they would be 
given power by the Holy Spirit working 
within them to live a God-pleasing life

• Paul emphasizes to the Gentiles that they need 
not become adherent to Jewish customs and the 
OT laws such as circumcism

• Paul elects to counsel his new Gentile 
Christians in Galatia by writing them a letter

1/11/2021 44



Paul’s Letters
Narrative Format – Greek Style
1. Name of writer/sender 
2. Name of receiver
3. Greeting 

• Christian greeting of grace  
• Hebrew greeting of shalom – ‘peace’

4. Thanks
5. Main body
6. Personal news
7. Blessing
8. Farewell
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Paul writes to Galatian churches
Galatians1: 1-5; 6:11-18
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• Date ~ 48 AD – First Pauline Letter?

• Written just before visit to Jerusalem 
for Apostolic Council

• Omissions 
• No thanks for readers spiritual condition 
• No personal news (written in haste)

• Main body
• Doctrine  Galatians 1:6 to 4:31

• Christian living  Galatians 5:1-6:10

• Blessing  “The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit   
brethren, Amen.”  Galatians 6:18

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Galatians written from Antioch (alternatively Corinth)…assumed written prior to Apostolic Council – J Drane



Apostolic (Jerusalem) Council Acts 15:6-21; 28-29;I 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; 10:19-11:1

First known formal gathering of the most strategic leaders in the Early Christian Church led presumably by Peter & James, the brother of Jesus

Gentile Christian expectations: 
• Circumcism – no
• Compromise reached on Law 

of Moses & Jewish traditions
• Abstain from - practices 

offensive to Jewish Christians 
e.g. eating foods offered in 
pagan sacrifices, eating meat 
not drained of blood or 
practicing pagan marriage 
habits
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
James – Apparent co-head or head of church at Jerusalem (James the Just, brother of Jesus). After witnessing the Lord’s resurrected body, James became one of the leaders of the church at Jerusalem. When Peter, having miraculously escaped from prison, must flee Jerusalem due to Herod Agrippa's persecution, he asks that James be informed (Acts 12:17). James made the deciding speech at the Jerusalem Council (15:13–22), and Paul called James one of the pillars of the church (Galatians 2:9). Paul says «Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and tarried with him fifteen days. But other of the Apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.»(Galatians 1:18-19) And in the same Epistle «And when they perceived the grace that was given unto me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars,» (Galatians 2:9). Paul further describes James as being one of the persons to whom the risen Christ showed himself (1 Corinthians 15:3–8); later in 1 Corinthians. In Galatians, Paul lists James with Cephas (better known as Peter) and John the Apostle as the three "pillars" of the Church (2:9) who will minister to the "circumcised" (in general Jews and Jewish Proselytes) in Jerusalem, while Paul and his fellows will minister to the "uncircumcised" (in general Gentiles).  Aramaic and Hebrew tended to use circumlocutions to point out blood relationships; it is asserted that just calling some people "brothers of Jesus" would not have necessarily implied the same mother. WikipediaPeter visited Lydda, Judea Province(Acts 9:32), Joppa, Judea Province (Acts 9:36-42); Ceasarea, Judea Province (Acts 10:1-10); Antioch, Syria Province (Galatians 2:11)
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April 4 Video: David Suchet: In the Footsteps of St. Paul - I



Life and Letters of Paul
Paul the Missionary
Weeks 10-18
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Paul the Missionary
Weeks 10-18

Back to Galatia               Athens
Forward into Europe      Corinth
Philippi                              Paul & Gallio
Paul in Prison          Writes to Thessalonica

1/11/2021 50

PAUL  
& SILAS

+TIMOTHY

+LUK
E

& 
BARNABAS

Acts 15:36-18:22

2nd Missionary 
Journey
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Philippi

• Valued Roman colony                                                  
- gold mines, Via Engnatia 

• Scubalon (Greek) – human 
waste/rubbish Philippians 3:8

• Lydia (trader) becomes 1st Christian 
Gentile of Thyatira, Asia Acts 16:13-15  Revelation 2:18-29

• Paul cures slave girl of Spirit of 
Divination (fortune teller) Acts 16:16-18  

• Slave owners mad - Paul & Silas 
flogged by authorities for causing a 
public nuisance – cast into prison       
Acts16: 19-21
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Acropolis

Thyatira

Egnatian Way

Ancient 
Philippi

Ancient 
Philippi

Krenides River

Roman 
Latrine
Philippi

Philippi Ruins

Krenides River – Lydia Shrine

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Krenides RiverPhilippi apparently had only a small number of Jewish inhabitants and no synagogue. Consequently Shabbat worship was held outside the city on the Krenides River.  Here Paul met a group of women to whom he preached the gospel. Lydia, a merchant trading purple cloth, believed Paul’s message and was baptized with members of her household. Subsequently Paul went and lived at her home.AcropolisFounded in the 4th c. B.C. and renamed after King Philip of Macedon, Philippi was an important outpost on the Egnation Way. Two important battles were fought here in 42 B.C. resulting in the defeat of Cassius and Brutus, conspirators in the assassination of Julius Caesar. After these battles, Philippi became a Roman colony encompassing 700 square milesExcavationsArchaeological work has revealed a large and well-preserved forum, a theater, the alleged jail of Paul and several Byzantine churches, including one of the earliest churches known in Greece. The number of churches in the city in the Byzantine period indicate Philippi’s importance to Christians at this time. A series of earthquakes apparently destroyed many of the buildings and probably contributed to the city’s decline.  Modern City is Egnatian WayThe Via Egnatia was built beginning in 145 BC and at its greatest extent connected Byzantium with the Adriatic ports. This route was Rome’s primary artery to the east and Philippi was an important outpost along the road. The Egnatian Way made it easier for Rome to move troops throughout the empire and it was the route that Paul traveled on from Neapolis to Philippi, Amphipolis, Apollonia and Thessalonica.                                 Philippian JailThe traditional place of Paul and Silas’s imprisonment is of dubious authenticity, but it remembers the attack on these men and their subsequent flogging and imprisonment. In the course of the night, a violent earthquake shook the prison and the jailer feared that all might have escaped. After learning that none had fled, the Philippian jailer put his faith in Christ and was baptized with his family. (BiblePlaces.com)



Paul in 
Prison

• Praying & singing; earthquake 
breaks prison doors; jailer & 
household baptized; Paul seeks 
apology for being beaten & thrown 
in jail without trial as a Roman 
citizen Acts 16:22-40  Luke remains in Philippi

• Philippi     Thessalonica & Berea                       
Acts 17:4-15:   ‘Men who have turned the world upside down’ 

• Thessalonica – capital of Roman 
Province Macedonia

• Large Jewish Communities
• Goes 1st to synagogue

• Many converts
• Severe opposition toward Paul
• Silas & Timothy stay 
• Paul goes by sea to Athens

1/11/2021 54

Philippian Jail

Thessalonica
Odeum

Agora Square
Thessalonica

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Philippi was a Roman colony ( Acts 16:12 ), i.e., a military settlement of Roman soldiers and citizens, planted there to keep in subjection a newly-conquered district. A colony was Rome in miniature, under Roman municipal law, but governed by military officers (praetors and lictors), not by proconsuls. It had an independent internal government, the jus Italicum; i.e., the privileges of Italian citizens. Easton’s Bible Dictionary.Thessalonica (modern Thessaloniki) was located at the intersection of two major Roman roads, one leading from Italy eastward (Egnatian Way) and the other from the Danube to the Aegean. Thessalonica’s location and use as a port made it a prominent city. In 168 BC it became the capital of the second district of Macedonia and later it was made the capital and major port of the whole Roman province of Macedonia (146 BC). In 42 BC, after the battle at Philippi, Thessalonica was made a free city. Today the modern city of Thessaloniki is the second most important city of Greece and home to a million inhabitants. Very little has been uncovered at ancient Thessalonica because Thessaloniki sits atop the remains.  Excavators found a bathhouse and mint dating to the 1st century AD below pavement surrounding an odeum (a building used for musical performances). An inscription (30 BC to AD 143) from the Vardar gate bears the word politarches, the word Luke used in reference to the officials of the city before whom Jason was brought by the mob (Acts 17:6). The word does not appear in any other Greek literature but does match the archaeology of the site. Paul (with Silas and Timothy) came to Thessalonica from Philippi on his second missionary journey, stopping in Amphipolis and Apollonia before arriving here (Acts 17). He preached in the city’s synagogue, the chief synagogue of the region, for at least three weeks. His ministry was strong, and he established a Jewish-Gentile church, although it was more heavily Gentile (1 Thess 1:9). When Paul faced great persecution at the hands of the mob, he fled to Berea, but Thessalonians eventually forced him to leave there also (Acts 17:13-14) BiblePlaces.com. Acts 17:10-15 Paul and Silas journey on to Berea (modern Veria) where they preach once again in the synagogue. Many of the Jews (and many wealthy Greek men and women) believe, but Paul’s ministry is cut short when some Jews from Thessalonica arrive to stir up trouble.



Athens  - Intellectual Center

• University Town – study philosophy, 
initiation into Mystery Religions

• Paul speaks to Court of the Areopagus 
(Council of Epicurean & Stoic Philosophers)

• Paul adapts style – begins with Greek view 
of God as creator, benefactor & presence  
Acts 17: 22-31  (similar to address in Lystra Acts 14:15-17 )

• Human search for God Acts 17:27

• Quotes Greek Poets

• Condemns idolatry/calls for repentance Acts 
17:29-31   (similar to Stephen Acts 14:15-17)

• Coming Judgment - assurance in 
resurrection of Jesus  Act 17:31

• Greeks had issue with bodily resurrection 
• Brought sneers & converts Acts 17:32-34
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Harbor of PiraeusMost scholars believe that Paul traveled to Athens by boat from Berea and thus it is likely that he entered the city through its large port of Piraeus.The port was originally built in the 5th century BC and still thrives today. In ancient times Piraeus was connected to Athens (6 miles distant) by the Long Walls, two parallel walls 600 feet apart.Mars' HillOn his visit to Athens, Paul gave a speech to the learned men of the city at the Areopagus (Mars’ Hill).Mars’ Hill is a prominent site located 140 feet below the Acropolis and in Paul’s day was the meeting place of the main governing body of the city. While some think that Paul’s appearance here indicates some sort of judicial proceeding, most see the reference as only the location of his preaching (Acts 17).Temple of ZeusBegun in the 6th century BC, this temple was finally completed during Hadrian’s reign in the 2nd century AD. Antiochus Epiphanes of Seleucid rule did much construction on the site between 174-165 BC. Today 15 of the original columns are still standing.Stoa of AttalusThis two-tiered covered colonnade was a gift to the city by the king of Pergamum, Attalus II (159-138 BC) -restored in 1953-56 to house artifacts.AcropolisOccupation at the acropolis dates back to prehistoric times. A Mycenaean palace sat here in the Late Bronze Age and it served as a political and religious center in the Archaic period. The Parthenon (“House of the Maid”) is the grandest but not most important structure on the acropolis, ritually speaking. The Parthenon was much larger than most other Doric temples and had several sculptures, including Athena’s birth (east pediment), a contest between Athena and Poseidon (west pediment), the Trojan War (north side), and battles between Lapiths and Centaurs (south side) and Amazons and Greeks (west end). The Erechtheion was built to honor the founder of the city and included the sanctuary of Erechtheus and the temple of Athena Polias. Both Erechtheus and Poseidon were worshiped in this temple. BiblePlaces.com



Corinth

• Hub of maritime trade, capital of Roman Province Achaia

• Reputation for permitting every kind of vice 
• Ruins - Temple of Aphrodite  – sacred prostitution cult (Strabo 64BC-21AD)

• Paul makes Corinth his headquarters for next 18 months 
Acts 18:11

• Paul stays & works with Aquilla & Priscilla Acts 18: 2-3

• Jewish tentmakers banished from Rome

• Preaches in synagogue Acts 18:5-6

• Focused solely on Jews when Timothy & Silas arrive until Jewish 
opposition peaks

• Starts preaching from home of new Christian, Titus Justus 
– next to synagogue Acts 18:7-10

• Converts Justus Crispus, a synagogue ruler & household
• Motivational words received from Christ in a vision
• Establishes a very large & influential Christian congregation (J Drane) 
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Paul and Gallio Acts 18: 12-17

Corinth ~ 18 months of stay 

• Jews made a concerted effort to 
convict Paul of a crime

• New Roman magistrate, proconsul 
Gallio heard case

• Charge failed because he would not 
judge Paul under Jewish law & by 
Roman law there was no crime

• Archeology validates Gallio’s year of 
office as AD 51-52 or AD 52-53  

1/11/2021 57

The Gallio Inscription  

Bema – Elevated Platform



Paul’s Letters to Church at 
Thessalonica
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It was in Thessalonica that Paul was accused of ‘turning the world upside down’.  The congregation of Christians he left behind under the initial guidance of Silas & Timothy continued this activity.  Although reading the two epistles may give an impression of a church in trouble, this is one of the very few congregations that Paul commends so warmly for their Christ-like character.  The encouragement received from this church must have been a great help to Paul as he faced his next big test. . (J Drane)Timothy’s report of conditions in the Thessalonian church led Paul to write the first letter shortly after he arrived in Corinth about A.D. 51. Some of the Thessalonians apparently believed that Jesus Christ was about to return momentarily and had consequently given up their jobs and had become disorderly. Some worried about what had happened to their loved ones who had died before the Lord had returned. Persecution from the Gentiles as well as the Jews still oppressed the believers who were nevertheless holding fast to the truth and eager to see Paul again. Some outside the church, however, remained hostile to Paul. There also appears that some within the church had returned to their former habits involving sexual impurity.



Paul writes to the church at Thessalonica
1 Thessalonians  51 AD

• Shortly after Paul’s arrival in Corinth, 
Timothy & Silas arrive and share success 
of church expansion in Macedonia & 
Achaia Roman Provinces 1Thessalonians 1:1-10

• Key issues of Thessalonian Christians 
1Thessalonians  1:6; 4:3-8; 5:12-13

• Attacks by Jews 
• Sexual immorality 
• Failure in church leadership respect

• Core Topics
• Paul & his converts – ministry reflection
• How Christians should behave – personal morality
• What about the future – Christs return (Parousia)
• Living the Christian life

2 Thessalonians 51/52AD

• Paul writes 2nd letter from Corinth to 
help clarify understanding of 1st letter

• Core Topics
• The church & its enemies  2 Thessalonians 1:5-12

• The church & the future   2 Thessalonians 2:3-12
• False letters from Paul were circulating re Parousia of Christ

• The Church & society  2 Thessalonians 3:15
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It seems that Paul had at least three purposes in mind when he wrote 1 Thessalonians. First, he wanted to encourage the Christians in Thessalonica who were making good progress in their new faith. Second, he desired to correct misinformation about himself and his fellow missionaries that some of his critics in Thessalonica were circulating. Third, he wrote to give additional instruction that would contribute to the Thessalonians’ spiritual growth.Upon receiving back news about the Thessalonian church, Paul wrote the second letter perhaps within a few months of the first one. Some of the news was good. The majority of the Thessalonians were continuing to grow and to remain faithful to Christ in spite of persecution. Unfortunately some of the news was bad. False teaching concerning the day of the Lord had entered the church and was causing confusion and leading some of the Christians to quit their jobs in expectation of the Lord’s imminent return. Paul wrote 2 Thessalonians to commend his children in the faith for their growth and faithfulness, to correct the doctrinal error about the day of the Lord, and to warn the idle to get back to work.Far and away the largest theological contribution of both 1 and 2 Thessalonians lies in what they say about eschatology. Over a quarter of 1 Thessalonians and nearly half of 2 Thessalonians deal with problems and issues regarding the parousia or coming of Christ from heaven.“The Thessalonian letters present the first literary evidence for the use of parousia . . . in the sense of the future Advent of Christ: it occurs in this sense six times in the two letters. The event is depicted repeatedly in language borrowed from portrayals of OT theophanies. But it is the ethical implications that are chiefly stressed: the writers look forward to the Parousiaespecially as the time when their service will be reviewed and rewarded by the Lord who commissioned them, and they will be content, they say, to have it assessed by the quality of their converts.” (F. F. Bruce, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, p. 38)—The above information was adapted from Dr. Tom Constable’s Notes on 1 Thessaonians, pp. 1-3 and 2 Dr. Tom Constable’s Notes on 2 Thessalonians, pp. 1-2



Life and Letters of Paul
Paul the Pastor 
Week 20-25
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Paul the Pastor 
Weeks 20-25

Ephesus                                      Paul the writer
Impact of the gospel                Paul visits Corinth
Prison again?                              Paul’s goal
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Ephesus

• Corinth Ephesus Ceaserea Acts 18:18-22

• Nazarene vow (Numbers 6);  Aquilla & Prisicilla remain in Ephesus
• Ceaserea         Jerusalem         Antioch - end of 2nd Journey      

• Third  Missionary Journey – Pastoral Ministry Acts 18:22-19-1

• Antioch          Province of Galatia & Phyrgia District         Ephesus 

• Ephesus – capital of Roman province of Asia 
• Aquila and Priscilla meet & counsel Apollos on Christian truths                       
• Apollos          Corinth & rejoins Paul later (1Cor 3:1-4; 1 Cor 16:12) 
• Paul arrives at Ephesus after Apollos leaves 
• Paul’s stay results in new churches: Colossae, Laodicea (Col. 4:15-16) 

• Ephesus        Macedonia (Province) churches (Acts 20:1-2)

& Illycrium Province (Romans 15:10)            Acahia Province
• ? Corinth (3 months)       Macedonia (+ Luke/others  Acts 19-21)

• Phillipi Troas Euthychus Ephesus Elders Jerusalem 
(Acts 20:7-12)                  (Acts 20:17-22)                                                                       
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Acts 18:18-22: “Having shorn his head in Cenchrea (eastern port of Corinth), for he had a vow”: To likely show God his gratitude for helping him through a difficult time in Corinth, he took a Nazirite vow, a special pledge of separation and devotion to God (Num. 6:2-5; 13-21). The vow generally lasted a specific period of time, although Samson (Judges 13:5), Samuel (1 Sam. 1:11), and John the Baptist (Luke 1:15), were Nazirites for life. In Paul’s day, if someone made the vow while away from Jerusalem, at the termination of his vow he would shave his head, as Paul did, and afterwards present the shorn hair at the temple within 30 days. Priscilla and Aquila remained in Ephesus to establish their business. Apparently, they lived in Ephesus for several years, a church met in their home (1 Cor. 16:19),  We see that Paul was determined to go to Jerusalem. He possibly was going to carry this hair he had cut off there. The feast, he thought it was so important to get to, had to be one of the three important feasts. It could have been Passover, Pentecost or Harvest. This "I must by all means" indicates, that even if the weather is bad, he will go anyhow. The second missionary journey ends with Paul going up to visit the church at Jerusalem and then returning to the church at “Antioch” of Syria. Because Jerusalem was elevated over the surrounding region, travelers had to go “up” to get there and “down” to any other place. Paul also had to return to Jerusalem so he could fulfill his vow. This ended the second missionary journey. Acts 18:22-20:5:  Apollos was an Alexandrian Jew who arrived in Ephesus not long before Paul’s arrival during his third missionary journey. Apollos had received the message of Christ but knew of the Old �Testament. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they informed him concerning all the recent wonderful works and revelations of God. Before Paul arrived, Apollos sailed for Corinth and powerfully proclaimed the Old Testament Scriptures proving that Jesus was the Messiah. He became so popular with some that factions arose (1 Cor. 3:1-4). Apollos returned to Ephesus and was with Paul even as he wrote his epistle dealing with the faction (1 Cor. 16:12).  Acts 20:1-6, Romans 15;19 Paul left Ephesus to Corinth for short visit then back and to Macedonia where he was joined by church reps including Luke on way back to Jerusalem (Bible-studies.org)



Impact of the Gospel
• Ephesus 

• Geographical center of ministry
• Prominent center of pagan religion

• Greatest life work of Paul (J Drane)

• Special miracles Acts 19:11-17

• Crippled two mainstays of Ephesians
• Magicians & sorcerers Acts 19:19

• Silversmiths – Demetrius Acts 19:23-41
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Ephesus is an ancient city near modern-day Selçuk, Turkey.  Southwest of Selçuk stands the House of the Virgin Mary, a pilgrimage site believed to be where Mary spent the last years of her life. The great theater at Ephesus gives us some idea of the elegance of the ancient city in the time of Paul. The construction began during the reign of Claudies (A.D. 41-54) and was completed during the reign of Trajan (A.D. 98-117). This massive structure measured 495 feet in diameter and seated an estimated 25,000 people. The great uproar over Diana of the Ephesians took place here (Acts 19). Ephesus once had a great harbor. It was probably from this harbor that Paul set sail for Macedonia after the Ephesian riot (Acts 20:1).The main street of the city was the Arcadian Way which led from the harbor to the theater. The street was over 100 feet wide and paved with marble slabs. The street was often used for parades and ceremonies, and was flanked on either side by rows of columns 50 feet deep. Another important street was Curetes Street, which derived its name from the Curetes (priests), who guarded the sacred fire of the hestia (hearth) in the prytaneion. The Curetes were a college of priests attached to the service of Artemis. Many inscriptions and reliefs may be seen along the street, including a relief representing Nike, the goddess of victory, with a wreath in her left hand and a spike in the right. The Odeion in Ephesus had 22 tiers and accommodated over 1500 spectators. Here musicians played their flutes, lyres, and citharas, and poets recited from Homer.The Temple Of Diana: The disturbance over Diana of the Ephesians is one of the most promintent stories in the book of Acts (Acts 19:23-41). There were 33 temples in the Greco-Roman world where Diana was worshiped. After Paul's preaching in Ephesus had harmed the local silversmiths who made stautes of Diana, Paul's companions, Gaius and Aristarchus, were dragged into the theater. The disciples would not allow Paul to go into the assembly. "The Temple of Artemis (or Diana, according to her Roman name) at Ephesus ranked as one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. As the twin sister of Apollo and the daughter of Zeus, Artemis was known variously as the moon goddess, the goddess of hunting, and the patroness of young girls. The temple at Ephesus housed the multi-breasted image of Artemis which was reputed to have come directly from Zeus (Acts 19:35). Nelsons Bible Dictionary 



Prison Again?
Ephesus: Much success – great hardship

• Fought with wild beasts 1Corinthians 15:32 

• Thrown into the theater or figure of speech?
• Afflictions endured in Asia 2 Corinthians 1:8

• ‘Fellow prisoners’ Andronicus and Junias                                                                                   
Romans 16:7
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Paul the writer: 1 & 2 Corinthians and Romans

Paul & Church at Corinth
1. Bad News from Corinth
2. Paul writes 1 Corinthians
3. Short visit to Corinth with a rod                     

2 Corinthians 2:1, 12:14, 13:1  

4. Another letter 
• Sent with Titus
• ?2 Corinthians 10-13 - Apostolic authority 

5. Good news from Corinth 
• From Titus in Macedonia Acts 20:1, 2 Corinthians 7:5-16

6. Paul writes 2 Corinthians 
• Sent with Titus

Paul prepares for Rome visit 
• Writes Romans
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Bad news from Corinth: during his 3 years stay at Ephesus, Paul received bad news on the state of Corinth church so he writes them a letter warning them of the dangers of immorality.  This is the letter referred to in I Cor 5:11.  Some scholars think this is part of what we now call 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 as it begins with …’Do not be mis-mated with unbelievers..’ and appears out of character from its context in 2 Corinthians.Members of Chloe’s household brought reports that the church was dividing into different parties: Paul (Libertines), Peter (Legalists), Apollos (Philosophers), Christ (Mystic – sacraments acted in a supernatural way)…these led to Gnostic movement (J Drane)  Paul’s authority as an Apostle was being challenged (1 Cor 1:11).  These reports were later confirmed by Stephanas & two others (1 Cor 16:17) who brought with them a letter from Corinth asking certain definitive questions.1 Corinthians was likely Paul’s reply.Paul visits Corinth, likely because Timothy who had returned from Corinth to Ephesus, said his letter had no effect (this visit is implied.Good News: When Paul left Ephesus to go to Macedonia (Acts 20:1) he met Titus, who told him of Good news in Corinth. (2 Cor 7:5-16)Paul writes 2 Corinthians:  Likely what we now know as 2 Corinthians 1-9. If  2 Cor 10-13 belongs to this letter it is thought he must have written it after hearing news of a further revolt against his authority at Corinth while he was actually composing the first part of his letter or at a later time.  (J. Drane)  This is a more passionate letter expressing Paul’s joy & other subjects such as:Relation of preachers and hearersHope of life after deathTheme of salvationCollections for Jerusalem churchDefense of his position as an Apostle of Christs



• Life in Christ (1 Corinthians 1:10-4:21)

• Divided Church (1 Corinthians 10-17) 

• Four factions created confusion:                                                       
Libertines, Legalists, Philosophers, Mystics

• Key Response –1Corinthians 15:3-7; 18:18-25; 3:11      
‘No foundation can no man lay except that which is 
Jesus Christ’

• Life in the world (1 Corinthians 5:11-11:1)

• Christian behaviors
• Freedom
• Marriage
• Civil law
• Everyday life

• Life in church (1 Corinthians 11:2-15:58)

• Worship & women & freedom
• Worship & morals
• Gifts & worship - exercise in discretion
• Churches belief  
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Paul Party: Libertines - People who heard Paul’s original preaching on the freedom of the Christian and concluded form it that, once they had responded to the Christian gospel, they could live as they like.Cephas Party: Legalists - People like Judaizers in Jerusalem who believed that the Christian life meant the strict observance of the Jewish law, both ritual & moral.Apollos Party: Devotees of the classical Greek outlook likely, in that being from Alexandria, Egypt, Apollos was an ‘eloquent man, well versed in the scriptures’, and Alexandria had a large Jewish population  and several influential & gifted teachers, best known being Philo (20BC-45AD), a Jew, well versed in the OT in accordance with Greek concepts of Philosophy.  All that was in the Greek philosophers had been foreshadowed by Moses & other OT writers.Christ party: Men & women who considered themselves above the groups that had developed around the personalities of ordinary men.  They wanted a direct contact with Christ himself, in the same way as they had experienced direct mystical contact with gods in the pagan eastern Mystery religions (‘combo platter’). But Paul made it quite clear that no one can say Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 2:3). Since this belief often led to libertinism in practice, these people may have found themselves siding with the Paul Party.   The combination of these different types of extremism led in the 2nd century to the formation of a heretical movement known as “Gnosticism’Solution: answer to Corinthian situation was found in the cross of Christ and his resurrection by which all men could be united (1 Cor 15:3-7; 18-25)Christian behaviors – permissiveness 1 Cor 5:11; response – 5:4-5.Freedom: Freedom in Christ is not freedom to be immoral.Marriage: Forbids divorces beyond adultery; prefers celibacy.Civil Law: (6:1-6) quit quarreling; settlements in civil courts…follow Christ’s example – suffer wrongs vs create division (6:7-8)Everyday life: Don’t’ do anything that will lead someone else astray (10:23-11:1)Life in Church: worship & freedom - women follow social custom – veiling (11:2-14:40) &; no heathen feast & then Lord’s Supper or vice versa; Exercise discretion in use of spiritual gifts especially tongues.. Women appeared to be involved with Gnostic movement in Corinth.



Paul’s Goal
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ROME
• Already evangelized
• Many Christians likely Jews

• Potential concern Judaizers were 
enforcing the OT law on Gentile converts

• Potential concern on Corinth 
impressions

Theater of Merida 16 BC

Theater of Orange 1st AD

Garni Temple  1st AD

Coliseum 1st AD

Mythra 1st AD

Mystery Religions



Paul Visits Corinth     
Acts 20:2-3; Romans 1:11, 15:24-27            

• 3 month stay 
• Next Jerusalem with gifts for church 
• Later to Rome & Spain

• Romans – Gods plan of salvation & righteousness for all

• How Christians know God Romans 1-8

• Israel & salvation Romans 9-11

• How Christians should behave Romans 12-15:13

• Paul’s Ministry Romans 15:14-16:27 
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• Paul & the Gospel ‘Just shall live by their faith’ (Habakkuk 2:4), (Chapter 1:1-16)  
• God’s Anger: Whole humanity condemned without faith in Jesus  (Chapters 1:18-3:20)  
• God’s Grace: Justification by grace though faith in Christ Jesus…Abraham had faith (Chapters 3:21-4:25)  
• God’s Assurance: The hope of salvation in Christ…freedom from ‘slaves to sin’ to become ‘slaves of God’  

through work of the Holy Spirit (Chapters 5-8)  

How Christians Know God Chapters 1-8  Justification

• Present apparent rejection of Israel does not contradict either God’s  promises in the OT or his justice
• Faithful remnant (Chapter 11:1-10)
• God’s plan is all people from all races should be saved (Chapter 11:11-36)

Israel & Salvation Chapters 9-11  God’s Plan

• Christian relationship to church (Chapter 12:1-8)
• Christian relationship to other people (Chapter 12:1-8)
• Christian relationship to government (Chapter13:1-10)                                                                                                     

Love is the fulfilling of the Law (13:10) through the power of the Holy Spirit

How Christians Should Behave  Chapters 12-15:13 God’s Transformation

Paul’s Ministry Chapters 15:14-16:27   Paul’s Plans, Greetings, Benediction

Faith

Hope

Love

References: J. Drane, John Stott, Douglas Moo Commentary



Life and Letters of Paul
Paul Reaches Rome
Weeks 26-28
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Paul Reaches Rome
Weeks 26-28

Paul’s missionary strategy         Prisoner in Jerusalem
Paul & his own people                Tried before Felix

Back to Jerusalem                        Festus hears Paul
‘All things to all men’                   Destination Rome

Rome at last
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Paul’s missionary strategy
• Establish Christian congregations at 

strategic points throughout the Roman 
Empire 

• Jews     God Fearers      Gentiles   
• Key population centers &                                 

Travel destinations
• Capitals of Key Provinces

• Judea, Syria, Cilicia, Cyprus,                                 
Galatia, Asia, Macedonia, Achaia

• Rome already established Apostle to Gentiles 
must visit next Crete & Rome

• Spain – final objective
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Paul & his own people
• ‘A prophet is not without honor except in his 

own country and his own house’ Matthew 13:57                                    
Paul developed great support in Corinth Acts18:10;  including City Treasurer, Erastus - Romans 16:23              

• Paul ask Roman Christians to pray for him         
‘that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea and my service for Jerusalem be acceptable to the saints”             
Romans 15:30-31. 

• Paul was hated in Judea more than anywhere 
else, even by some who called themselves 
Christians 

• Traitor of the Jewish faith as a Pharisee entrusted to 
interpreting OT Law

• Christian contempt by despising his privilege, 
declaring the Law to be inadequate for salvation and 
powerless for moral inspiration Acts 21:20-21

• Compassion– organized Gentile $ collection for 
Jewish church at Jerusalem  Romans 15:25-27

1/11/2021 74

“Erastus in return for his ship laid 
the pavement at his own expense”

Corinth



Back to Jerusalem

• Joined by Christians from 
several congregations Acts 20:4-6

• Borea
• Thessalonica
• Derbe
• Ephesus

• Miletus – Jerusalem may be 
rough Acts 20:22-24

• Agabus Prophesy: Acts 21:11;  Acts 11:28 

• Expectations met – cold 
welcome Acts 21:20-21
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Derbe

Paul’s return from 3rd

Missionary Journey

Miletus: Elders 

Troas: Christian Travel 
Companions Join Paul, 

Luke, Timothy 

Caesarea: Phillip, 
Agabus

Presenter
Presentation Notes
James –  was the apparent head of church at Jerusalem (James the Just, brother of Jesus?) and may have essentially co-led the church with Peter.   Peter, having miraculously escaped from prison, must flee Jerusalem due to Herod Agrippa's persecution, he asks that James be informed (Acts 12:17).Paul says «Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and tarried with him fifteen days. But other of the Apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.»(Galatians 1:18-19) And in the same Epistle «And when they perceived the grace that was given unto me, James and Cephas and John, who were reputed to be pillars,» (Galatians 2:9). Paul further describes James as being one of the persons to whom the risen Christ showed himself (1 Corinthians 15:3–8); later in 1 Corinthians, Paul suggests "the brothers of the Lord" could have been married (9:5); and in Galatians, Paul lists James with Cephas (better known as Peter) and John the Apostle as the three "pillars" of the Church (2:9) who will minister to the "circumcised" (in general Jews and Jewish Proselytes) in Jerusalem, while Paul and his fellows will minister to the "uncircumcised" (in general Gentiles).  Aramaic and Hebrew tended to use circumlocutions to point out blood relationships; it is asserted that just calling some people "brothers of Jesus" would not have necessarily implied the same mother. WikipediaArriving in Jerusalem, Paul’s fears and expectations were realized as foreign Jews had brought exaggerated accounts of Paul’s break with Judaism Acts 21:20-21 and Jewish Christians weren’t too happy about it.… ‘You see brother, how many thousands there are among Jews of those who have believed….they have been told that you teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their kids’



‘All things to all men’

• Peace offering +                    
Acts 21:22-23

• Pay for vows of 4 Jewish 
Christians and fast 

• ‘I have become all things to all 
men, that I might by all 
means save some’ 1 Corinthians 9:22

• Jews from Asia accused Paul of 
bringing Gentiles to inner court 
Acts 21:27-29
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Greek Warning to Temple Visitors
No foreigner may enter within the 

barricade which surrounds the 
Temple & its enclosure.  Anyone 
who is caught doing so will have 
himself to blame for his ensuing 

DEATH

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The temple warning to Gentiles was supposedly written in 3 languages and two such inscriptions in Greek have been found by archeologists on the temple site in Jerusalem.  This crime was allowed by the Romans for Sanhedrin to enforce. J Drane



Prisoner in Jerusalem
• Jewish mob acts – Roman 

commander intervenes in riot 
control Acts 21: 30-36

• Paul claims Roman citizenship Acts 22:22-29

• Prevents interrogation & flogging

• Sanhedrin – Supreme Council Acts 23:1-10

• Paul strategically leverages his 
fraternity brothers against their rivals

• Captain pulls him out 

• Christ encourages Paul Acts 23:11

1/11/2021 77

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For some time, Paul has had his sights set toward Jerusalem, and then toward Rome (see 19:21). As Paul began to approach Jerusalem, he was warned in every city that his arrival would result in “bonds and afflictions” (20:22-24). This did not deter him, however. When he finally reached Jerusalem, he met with James and the elders of the church, who gladly received his report of God’s work through the Gospel in the lives of the Gentiles (21:17-20a). They further urged Paul to correct some misconceptions about his ministry and message by demonstrating that in coming to faith in Christ he had not completely rejected Judaism, and especially its ceremonial worship. In other words, they asked Paul to prove that he was still, as a Christian, “zealous for the law” (21:17b-25).Paul took their advice and went to the temple, along with the four men whom the elders had recommended, to purify himself and to make sacrifices, paying their expenses, and thus identifying himself with all that they did. At the end of seven days, some Asian Jews spotted Paul in the temple, and also Trophimus, a Gentile from Ephesus. They jumped to the conclusion that Paul had brought him into the temple to defile it. These Asian Jews called upon the Jerusalem Jews to help them be rid of Paul once for all. It was their intention to put Paul to death. A riot broke out as men gathered in the frenzy of the moment, many of whom did not know what was going on.News of this riot reached the ears of Claudius Lysias, the Roman commander who was in charge. He wrongly concluded that a dangerous revolutionary had returned to Jerusalem and had started this riot, thinking Paul to be this man. His prompt arrival cut short the Jew’s efforts to kill Paul. When the commander learned that Paul was not the Egyptian revolutionary, and when he was unable to determine the cause of this riot from the crowd, he allowed Paul to address the crowd, hoping (it seems) to learn what the underlying cause of the riot was. Paul spoke to the crowd in Hebrew, preventing the commander from learning anything, and eventually leading to another outbreak, the result of Paul’s words which told of his vision, in which the Lord commanded him to flee Jerusalem and go to the Gentiles (22:17-21ff.).



Tried before Felix

• Paul’s nephew informs him of a 
plot to kill him Acts 23:12-24

• Nephew also speaks to chief captain
• Taken under strong guard by night to 

Caesarea to governor Felix

• Tried by Felix on two counts Acts 24:1-26

• Defiling temple
• Provoking civil disorder
• Felix post-phones decision - $ & 

Jewish uprising fear
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CaesareaCaesarea
Fortification

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The commander was greatly upset by this turn of events, and planned to learn the truth by examining Paul by scourging. In the course of preparing him for this “interrogation” Paul indicated to the centurions that he was a Roman citizen, which quickly changed the commander’s mind about beating him without a trial. The commander released Paul and arranged for his trial by the Sanhedrin the following day. After offending the high priest, Ananias, Paul turned the Council into a chaotic free for all by taking his stand with the Pharisees in believing in the resurrection of the dead (23:1-10). The commander, once again, had to intervene, to save Paul. He placed him in custody once again.The Jewish opponents of Paul concluded that there was no legal way of disposing of him, and so they became party to a conspiracy in which Paul was to be assassinated (23:12-15). When Paul learned of this plot through his nephew, he sent the young lad to the commander, who took prompt and decisive action, sending Paul to Felix in Caesarea that night, under heavy guard. With Paul Claudius Lysias sent a letter which explained the situation:Paul was accused of violating a Jewish law and in the Sanhedrin he started a quarrel between the Pharisees and Sadducees by stating he was still a good Pharisee and believed in the resurrection of the dead.  Scribes, who were part of the Pharisees said ‘we find no evil in this man’.   Christs appears to Paul, encourages him and informs him that he will make it to Rome (Acts 23:11): ‘Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.’ 40 Jews took an oath to ambush & kill Paul if Captain were to bring him back to the Sanhedrin. Paul asks Centurion to allow nephew to speak to chief captain who then transfers Paul to Caesarea, the capital of Roman Judea province to see Felix the governor. (Roman Procurator).  Clear parallel between Festus trial of Paul & trial and trial of Jesus…started out with a religious accusation and altered to a political one so one charge could stick under Roman law.  Felix see Paul's innocence but waits out for a bribe payment and to ensure that Jews wouldn’t rise up against his ruling if he let Paul go.



Festus hears Paul

• Felix recalled to Rome
• Festus hears case as new 

Governor Acts 25:1-12

• Paul appeals to Caesar to 
prevent return to Jerusalem 
to be judged -

• Paul appears before both 
Festus & Herod Agrippa II           
Acts 26:1-32
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bot.h Festus and Agrippa II conclude they would have likely declared his innocence if he had not appealed to Caesar (Acts 26:32).King Herod Agrippa and Bernice (his sister) arrive in Caesarea for a state visit to Festus. Agrippa, Bernice, and Festus’s wife Drusilla (Acts 24: 24) were all children of Herod Agrippa I, who had James the Apostle killed (Acts 12:1-2) and whose own death Luke recounted earlier (Acts 12:23). Agrippa II was the last of Herod’s line to rule in Judea (renamed Palestine in 70 AD); he died around 90 AD.
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Destination Rome



Destination Rome

1/11/2021 81

• Sent to Rome accompanied 
by Luke, friend Aristarchus 
& other criminals

• Paul appears to have 
privilege – gave counsel      
Acts 27:9-12

• Shipwreck – Malta Acts 27:1-28:13

• Lands at Puteoli, Italy Acts 28:14

• Christians greet Paul

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Criminals kept the amphitheaters active via heroic deaths as gladiators versus crucifixion.



Rome at last
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• Under house arrest 2 years  
• Paid Roman guards

• Preached in center of empire to 
anyone who came to him Acts 28:30-31

• Objective achieved Acts 26:18



Life and Letters of Paul
Paul in Prison - A Man in Christ 
Weeks 29-30
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Book: Harper & Row, Publishers           Copyright 1976 Reprinted 1979, 83,85,86           John Drane



Paul in Prison
Weeks 29-30

Paul writes to church at Colossae                  Paul writes to Philemon

Paul writes to Ephesian churches                   Paul & the risen Christ

Paul writes to church at Philippi                     Pastoral Epistles 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In four of his letters (churches of Colossae, Philippi, Ephesus, and Philemon) Paul refers to himself as a prisoner.  Many scholars assume they were written during this Rome imprisonment from AD 60-62, however Professor G.S. Duncan has provided the lead other scholars have aligned with that at least one or two of these fours letters were written during an unrecorded imprisonment at Ephesus, which took place during his 3 year stay there, namely the letter to the Philippian's and possibly Philemon.   For instance, in Romans 16:16 Paul refers to two people ‘as my fellow prisoners.   2Corinthians 11:23 informs us that Paul had experienced ‘far greater labors, more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death.’  If written from Ephesus, ‘Philippians’ would be dated about 55 AD instead of 61 or 62. 



Paul writes to 
church at Colossae
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THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST



Paul writes to 
Ephesian churches
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Ephesians 6:10 / Isaiah 52:7 / Galatians 5:15



Paul writes to 
church at Philippi
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Paul writes to 
Philemon
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Onesimus



Paul & the 
risen Christ

• ‘I have been crucified with 
Christ, its is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me’  
Galatians 2:20

• ‘For me to live is Christ’ Philippians 1:21

• ‘I count everything for loss 
because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Jesus Christ 
Jesus my Lord’ Philippians 3:8
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A Man in Christ
Who was Paul              ‘A man in Christ’

Paul’s conversion         Freedom from guilt
Paul today                      Equals before God

Respecting others 
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Who was Paul?
Group

• Judaizers of              
Galatian churches

• Gentile Christians

• Paul himself

Perspective

• Pharisee who had thrown aside Jewish Law
• Perverted OT inner meaning by suggesting Jesus was the 

promised Messiah who had already come and risen

• Very much a Jew, although liberated, could not escape inborn 
prejudices which characterized his race, with actions that did not 
appear to match his stated beliefs about freedom from the law

• Corinthians wanted moral & spiritual freedom & initially thought 
Paul gave them such until he wrote them his letters and visited 
them ‘with a rod’

• Proud of heritage (royal tribe of Benjamin), Roman citizenship, 
Pharisee education under Gamaliel, strong work ethic, diversity 
tolerance…but felt in Christ there was neither Jew nor Gentile  
Philippians 3:5; Acts 22: 3, 23-29; 1Thessalonians 2:9, 3:7-8; Galatians 3:28
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5 – 67 AD

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Paul’s Preached first to Jews, then ‘God Fearers’, then Gentiles



Paul’s conversion
• Paul sees the central idea of Judaism 

as obedience to the Law – Torah & oral 
law 

• Romans 7 – accounts his struggle with 
keeping the Law

• Pharisee pride directs his passion 
toward persecuting Christians, arch 
enemies of his fraternity 

• Paul’s conversion sees the risen Christ 
revolutionize his world and views

• His salvation on longer depends on his 
privilege as a Jew, nor his ability to be 
morally acceptable to God

• Gentile conversion is now top priority
• Jews still can have a place in Gods plan
• His fraternity no longer cheers him on
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Paul today
• Jewish – Gentile religious divisions 

have eased
• Paul’s letters have influenced faith & 

thoughts of Christians for 2k years
• Conflicts & issues produced 

doctrinal clarity 
• Galatians Judaizers

• Galatians commentary against Judaizers 
gives Christians understanding of their  
relationship to OT law

• ‘Parties in Corinth’
• Corinthians 1 & 2 provide clarity to 

factional issues, Christian living & the 
church

• Romans 
• Arguments encountered likely shaped 

the way this letter was written
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Translator of the first 
English New Testament



‘A man in Christ’
• Paul felt the impact of 

Christ in his own 
life….ruled, guided & 
directed by Christ

• God created man for 
fellowship

• In Christ all social & 
spiritual barriers that 
separate men and 
women were removed

J Drane       
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The individual Christian’s relationship to Christ was not just inward and spiritual .  It was a relationship that naturally produced a new freedom of fellowship of a real and practical kind between all those who were ‘in Christ Jesus’.  J Drane



Freedom from guilt
‘Being in Christ’ is being 
Justified before God
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Compiled by Werner Mischke, Mission ONE    werner@mission1.org.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
‘As a result of what Christ had done in dying on the cross and rising again, Paul was delivered from that most universal of all human problems, guilt.   As he thought carefully about the kind of person he was, he realized, as most of us do, that he was no the kind of person he claimed to be.   Also constant self-evaluation could never be the answer to his guilty feelings.  But through Christ, he found deliverance from guilt with a new aim in life that made living intensely worthwhile..‘    J Drane



Equals before God
• Paul – a relationship with 

Christ creates freedom in 
relationships with others

• Paul’s work in Christ 
impacted the western 
world’s abolishment of 
slavery and its drive 
toward racial & sexual 
equality J Drane
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Respecting 
others

• Golden rule Matthew 7:12

• Firm convictions 
but tolerance

• Greatness Philippians 3:8         
‘I count everything as loss because of the     
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord’
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Son of AlphaeusSon of Zebedee thunder Son of James

Nathaniel Replaced Judas IscariotSon of Zebedee thunder
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